
Good Friday

Begin with the sign of the Cross:
In the Name  of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.✠ of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Now have someone read the opening collect:
Almighty God: we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family for which our Lord Jesus 
Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer 
death upon the Cross; who now liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen.

The Liturgy of Word
Now have someone read the following passages of Scripture (all standing for the gospel if possible)

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Hebrews 4:14-16 & 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42

Admonition
Yes, this is that long Gospel reading that we do each year for Good Friday. It takes a long time to 

get through it, and there is a reason that the Church has us go through this. During the rest of the year, 
we merely are getting smaller sections of the Gospels at Mass. When the Church has us read this long 
section (about 8 times longer than an average Gospel reading), it is saying to us that we need to get the 
“whole picture” at once. Not just one section is needed today, but the entire event of Jesus’ betrayal, 
trial, crucifixion and burial (referred to collectively as His “Passion”).

In this long Gospel there is a statement at the very beginning that sets the pace for the rest of what 
we read. When Judas and the soldiers approach Jesus in the garden He asks them “Whom do you 
seek?” That question is not just for the soldiers. In a way, Jesus is saying it to Judas, to the disciples, to 
every one of us. “Whom do you seek?” It is similar to the question, “Whom do men say that I am?”, 
but it is not merely asking your opinion, it is asking what we expect from Jesus. For Judas, it appears 
that he was seeking a different kind of Messiah (probably a military zealot). For the soldiers, they were 
seeking someone who disobeyed the Jewish leaders. For the disciples it may have been different things,
but most were looking for a new King David.

What about you? Whom do you seek? What are you hoping to receive from Jesus? Are you 
seeking Someone Who will just help you with your problems? That is what many in the first century 
sought. Or maybe, are you seeking the One Who can undergo one of the most horrible deaths men have
ever invented, and turn it into life? Are you seeking One Who can overcome what appears to be total 
failure and turn it into victory? That is what Jesus was able to do in His Passion. 

If any of us are seeking a life where there is no suffering or challenges, then we are not looking for 
life with Christ. Yes, in eternity He promises to overcome all pain and suffering, but in this life, it is the
pain and suffering that helps lead us to eternal life. That is why we read this long Gospel reading. It is 
so that each of us can experience, word for word, the description of what He was willing to do for us. It
is so that we can come a bit closer to feeling the pain of the Passion, and thereby feel better the joy of 
the Resurrection on Easter. It is so that we can all be reminded of Who we are supposed to be seeking. 
Not just a man who can conquer, but a Lord Who can overcome all and do so in order to help you to 
overcome all. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.



Solemn Prayers 
Now have someone recite each of the following petitions, and then everyone pray silently for that 
petition for a brief time:

1) For the Holy Catholic Church
2) For the Pope
3) For all Orders and Estates of the Faithful
4) For Catechumens
5) For the Unity of Christians
6) For the Jewish People
7) For them that Believe not in Christ
8) For them that Believe not in God
9) For all Governors and Rulers
10) For the needs of the Faithful
11) For those Afflicted in the Current Pandemic
12) For the Faithful Departed

While kneeling before a Crucifix in your home, have one person recite the following traditional hymn:
Crux fidelis:

Faithful Cross, above all other, 
one and only noble Tree: 
none in foliage, none in blossom, 
none in fruit thy peer may be. 
Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron, 
sweetest weight is hung on thee.

Now all recite the prayer before the Crucifix:
Behold, O good and sweetest Jesus, I cast myself upon my knees in Thy sight, and with the 
most fervent desire of my soul I pray and beseech Thee to impress upon my heart lively 
sentiments of faith, hope and charity, with true repentance for my sins and a most firm desire
of amendment: whilst with deep affection and grief of soul I consider within myself and 
mentally contemplate Thy five most precious Wounds, having before mine eyes that which 
David, the prophet, long ago spoke concerning Thee: They have pierced My hands and My 
feet, they have numbered all My bones.

Now pray this act of spiritual communion together:
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, O my God! I 
transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with the Church, which by the 
hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with 
Him, by Him, and in His Name. I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, 
invoking Thine assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my Creator, the 
love due to Thee as my Savior. 
Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; apply them also to 
those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to communicate spiritually, that Thy 
Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that 
Thou, my divine Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter I
may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 

Conclude with the sign of the Cross:
In the Name  of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.✠ of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.


